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Aristocracy means "rule by the best." For nine hundred years, the British aristocracy considered itself ideally
qualified to rule others, make laws, and guide the nation. Its virtues lay in its collective wisdom, its
attachment to chivalric codes, and its sense of public duty. It evolved from a medieval warrior caste into a
self-assured and sophisticated elite, which made itself the champion of popular liberty: It forced King John to
sign the Magna Carta and later used its power and wealth to depose a succession of tyrannical kings from
Richard II to James II. Britain's liberties and constitution were the result of aristocratic bloody-mindedness
and courage.

Aristocrats traces the history of this remarkable supremacy. It is a story of civil wars, conquests, intrigue,
chicanery, and extremes of selflessness and greed. The aristocracy survived and, in the age of the great house
and the Grand Tour, governed the first industrial nation while a knot of noblemen ruled its growing empire.
Under pressure from below, this political power was slowly relinquished and then shared. Yet democratic
Britain retained its aristocracy: Churchill, himself the grandson of a duke, presided over a wartime cabinet
that contained six hereditary peers.

Lawrence James illuminates the culture of this singular caste, shows how its infatuation with classical art has
forged England's heritage, how its love of sport has shaped the nation's pastimes and values, and how its
scandals have entertained its public.

Impeccably researched, balanced, and brilliantly told, Aristocrats is an enthralling story of survival, a
stunning history of wealth, power, and influence.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Crider:

The book Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066
to the Present to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book
Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Sang Weems:

Here thing why that Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to
the Present are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Aristocrats: Power,
Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with
Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present
in e-book can be your alternative.

Jeffrey Call:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes
from 1066 to the Present as the daily resource information.

Jessie Davis:

Precisely why? Because this Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from
1066 to the Present is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but



latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If
I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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