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Born in London of an English father and Australian mother and educated in Switzerland, Billy Drake was to
become one of the most illustrious RAF fighter pilots of World War II, indeed of all time.

He flew in many theatres with various squadrons on different aircraft - starting with 1 Squadron in France in
1940 on Hurricanes, then with 421 Flight (later 91 Squadron) on Spitfires over the Channel, then in West
Africa with 128 and the Desert with 112 'Shark' Squadron (of which he was a very successful commander)
on Kittyhawks. Taken off ops at the end of 1942, he was posted to Malta leading the Krendi Wing. On return
to the Uk he led a 2nd TAF Typhoon Wing, flying numerous sorties over the French coast prior to the
Invasion. He eventually accounted for more than 20 enemy aircraft destroyed or damaged.

He was then despatched to Fort Leavenworth USA with Peter Brothers, then to Operations Staff SHAEF HQ
for the rest of the war. Postwar he was to be found in Japan, at HQ Malaya and Singapore, followed by a
succession of staff appointments, including Air Attaché in Switzerland. His final posting was a Group
Captain commanding RAF Chivenor, Devon, until retirement in July 1963. His adventures continued,
however, during over 20 years in Portugal, and he is now living and working (at the age of 84!) in London.

An extremely colourful personality, he gives Christopher Shores and the reader tremendous insights into his
exceptional career, his widely differing experiences, the characters he knew and flew with and the often
amusing highlights of an RAF lifestyle. Includes never before published photographs and a cover painting by
Nicolas Trudgian.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Baughman:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Billy Drake, Fighter
Leader: The Autobiography of Group Captain B. Drake DSO, DFC and Bar, US DFC to read.

David Briggs:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Billy Drake, Fighter Leader: The Autobiography of
Group Captain B. Drake DSO, DFC and Bar, US DFC is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Hazel Gannon:

Billy Drake, Fighter Leader: The Autobiography of Group Captain B. Drake DSO, DFC and Bar, US DFC
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Billy Drake, Fighter Leader: The Autobiography of Group Captain B. Drake DSO,
DFC and Bar, US DFC nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Gary Collis:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Billy Drake, Fighter Leader: The Autobiography of Group Captain B. Drake
DSO, DFC and Bar, US DFC provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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