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The publication of the Eleventh Edition of the Encyclopædia Britannica in 1911 marked the last stand of the
Enlightenment and a turbulent end to an era. The Eleventh Edition summed up the high point of optimism
and belief in human progress that dominated Anglo-Saxon thought from the time of the Enlightenment.

Eagerly embraced by hundreds of thousands of middle-class Americans, the Eleventh Edition was read as a
twenty-nine-volume anthology of some of the best essays written in English. Among the names of those who
contributed to its volumes: T. H. Huxley, Algernon Swinburne, Bertrand Russell; it was the work of 1,500
men, 200 women (surprising by Edwardian standards), and was edited by Hugh Chisholm, charismatic star
editor.

The Britannica combined scholarship and readability in a way no previous encyclopedia had or ever has
again. Within less than a decade after its publication, the Edwardian worldview was at an end: the
“unsinkable” White Star Titanic had sunk on its maiden voyage; Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated
and the Great War had begun. 

In Everything Explained That Is Explainable, Denis Boyles tells the audacious, improbable story of
twentieth-century American hucksterism and vision that resurrected a dying Encyclopædia Britannica by
means of a floundering London Times, and writes of how its astonishing success changed publishing and
produced the Britannica’s Eleventh Edition, still the most revered—all 44 million words—of English-
language encyclopedias, considered by many to be the last great work of the age of reason.

The author writes of the man whose inspiration it was: Horace Everett Hooper, American entrepreneur who
stumbled into the book business at sixteen on a hunch that he could make money selling inexpensive editions
of classics by direct mail to isolated settlers scattered across the American West. Hooper found an outdated
set of reference books gathering dust in a warehouse, bought them for almost nothing, repackaged them, and
sold them on credit as “one-shelf libraries” to farmers concerned about their children’s education in frontier
schools; his Western Book and Stationery Company became one of the largest publishers in the Midwest,
sending books directly to readers, bypassing traditional booksellers, and inventing a model that was forever
after emulated . . .

Boyles writes that Hooper and his partner, Henry Haxton, a former Hearst reporter and ingenious adman,
came across the Encyclopædia Britannica, published by Adam & Charles Black, whose Ninth Edition’s final
volume, published in 1890, was seen by many as the height of English intellectual achievement. The Ninth
had everything an encyclopedia needed. Except readers.

Hooper and Haxton came up with a new market for the encyclopedia’s next two editions, which they planned
to produce, and approached the then-struggling London Times, which became their publishing partner.

Boyles tells the outlandish, bumpy tale of the making of the Eleventh; of the young staff of university



graduates working with fanatical conviction (40,000 entries by 1,500-odd contributors), scattered around the
globe . . . more than 200 members of the Royal Society or fellows of the British Academy; diplomats;
government officials; officers of learned societies . . . contributions by the most admired writers, thinkers,
and scientists of the day; of their scheme to sell the Eleventh Edition and of the storm that erupted around its
publication—and after.

An extraordinary tale of American know-how, enterprise, and spirit.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Javier Link:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Everything Explained That Is
Explainable: On the Creation of the Encyclopaedia Britannica's Celebrated Eleventh Edition, 1910-1911 that
give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Everything
Explained That Is Explainable: On the Creation of the Encyclopaedia Britannica's Celebrated Eleventh
Edition, 1910-1911 become your own personal starter.

Lou Morton:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Everything Explained That Is Explainable: On the Creation of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica's Celebrated Eleventh Edition, 1910-1911. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.

Anna Brooks:

You can obtain this Everything Explained That Is Explainable: On the Creation of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica's Celebrated Eleventh Edition, 1910-1911 by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Lorenza Jones:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Everything Explained That Is Explainable: On the
Creation of the Encyclopaedia Britannica's Celebrated Eleventh Edition, 1910-1911 or perhaps others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping



them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Everything
Explained That Is Explainable: On the Creation of the Encyclopaedia Britannica's Celebrated Eleventh
Edition, 1910-1911 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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