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This book explores the cultural and political significance of ostracism in democratic Athens. In contrast to
previous interpretations, Sara Forsdyke argues that ostracism was primarily a symbolic institution whose
meaning for the Athenians was determined both by past experiences of exile and by its role as a context for
the ongoing negotiation of democratic values.

The first part of the book demonstrates the strong connection between exile and political power in archaic
Greece. In Athens and elsewhere, elites seized power by expelling their rivals. Violent intra-elite conflict of
this sort was a highly unstable form of "politics that was only temporarily checked by various attempts at
elite self-regulation. A lasting solution to the problem of exile was found only in the late sixth century during
a particularly intense series of violent expulsions. At this time, the Athenian people rose up and seized
simultaneously control over decisions of exile and political power. The close connection between political
power and the power of expulsion explains why ostracism was a central part of the democratic reforms.

Forsdyke shows how ostracism functioned both as a symbol of democratic power and as a key term in the
ideological justification of democratic rule. Crucial to the author's interpretation is the recognition that
ostracism was both a remarkably mild form of exile and one that was infrequently used. By analyzing the
representation of exile in Athenian imperial decrees, in the works of Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle,
and in tragedy and oratory, Forsdyke shows how exile served as an important term in the debate about the
best form of rule.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of
Expulsion in Ancient Greece is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Dorinda Kling:

This book untitled Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Antonio Beeler:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Exile,
Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece.

Jan Dixon:

Typically the book Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.
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