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Under the corn and soybean fields of southern Minnesota lies the memory of vast, age-old wetlands, drained
away over the last 130 years in the name of agricultural progress. But not everyone saw wetlands as
wasteland. Before 1900, Freeborn County's Big Marsh provided a wealth of resources for the neighboring
communities. Families hunted its immense flocks of migrating waterfowl, fished its waters, trapped muskrats
and mink, and harvested wood and medicinal plants. As farmland prices rose, however, the value of the land
under the water became more attractive to people with capital. While residents fought bitterly, powerful
outside investors overrode local opposition and found a way to drain 18,000 acres of wetland at public
expense.

Author Cheri Register stumbled upon her great-grandfather's scathing critique of the draining and was
intrigued. Following the clues he left, she uncovers the stories of life on the Big Marsh and of the
"connivers" who plotted its end: the Minneapolis land developer, his local fixer, an Illinois banker, and the
lovelorn local lawyer who did their footwork.

The Big Marsh, an environmental history told from a personal point of view, shows the enduring value of
wild places and the importance of the fight to preserve them, both then and now.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ayers:

The book The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
wide open and read a publication The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jennifer Lorenzo:

The actual book The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost
Landscape is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Thomas Daniels:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape.

Kevin Williams:

The e-book with title The Big Marsh: The Story of a Lost Landscape posesses a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.
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