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Taking an ecological approach to our evolution, Clive Finlayson considers the origins of modern humans
within the context of a drying climate and changing landscapes. Finlayson argues that environmental change,
particularly availability of water, played a critical role in shaping the direction of human evolution,
contributing to our spread and success. He argues that our ancestors carved a niche for themselves by leaving
the forest and forcing their way into a
long-established community of carnivores in a tropical savannah as climate changes opened up the
landscape. They took their chance at high noon, when most other predators were asleep. Adapting to this
new lifestyle by shedding their hair and developing an active sweating system to keep cool, being close to
fresh water was vital. As the climate dried, our ancestors, already bipedal, became taller and slimmer, more
adept at travelling farther in search of water. The challenges of seeking water in a drying landscape moulded
the minds and bodies of early humans, and directed their migrations and eventual settlements.

In this fresh and provocative view of a seven-million-year evolutionary journey, Finlayson demonstrates the
radical implications for the interpretation of fossils and technologies and shows that understanding humans
within an ecological context provides insights into the emergence and spread of Homo sapiens sapiens
worldwide.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Improbable Primate: How Water Shaped Human
Evolution can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Christine Curnutt:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Improbable Primate: How Water Shaped Human Evolution provide you with new experience in examining a
book.

David Veal:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Improbable Primate: How
Water Shaped Human Evolution can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Tiffany Reyes:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Improbable Primate: How Water Shaped Human
Evolution can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Improbable Primate: How
Water Shaped Human Evolution.
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