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Consider two polar images of the same medical condition: the pale and fragile Camille ensconced on a chaise
in a Victorian parlor, daintily coughing a small spot of blood onto her white lace pillow, and a wretched poor
man in a Bowery flophouse spreading a dread and deadly infection. Now Katherine Ott chronicles how in
one century a romantic, ambiguous affliction of the spirit was transformed into a disease that threatened
public health and civic order. She persuasively argues that there was no constant identity to the disease over
time, no "core" tuberculosis.

What we understand today as pulmonary tuberculosis would have been largely unintelligible to a physician
or patient in the late nineteenth century. Although medically the two terms described the same disease of the
lungs, Ott shows that "tuberculosis" and "consumption" were diagnosed, defined, and treated distinctively by
both lay and professional health workers. Ott traces the shift from the pre-industrial world of 1870, in which
consumption was conceived of primarily as a middle-class malaise that conferred virtue, heightened
spirituality, and gentility on the sufferer, to the post-industrial world of today, in which tuberculosis is
viewed as a microscopic enemy, fought on an urban battleground and attacking primarily the outcast poor
and AIDS patients.

Ott's focus is the changing definition of the disease in different historical eras and environments. She
explores its external trappings, from the symptoms doctors chose to notice (whether a pale complexion or a
tubercle in a dish) to the significance of the economic and social circumstances of the patient. Emphasizing
the material culture of disease--medical supplies, advertisements for faraway rest cures, outdoor sick
porches, and invalid hammocks--Ott provides insight into people's understanding of illness and how to
combat it. Fevered Lives underscores the shifting meanings of consumption/tuberculosis in an extraordinarily
readable cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Rodriguez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Fevered Lives: Tuberculosis in American Culture since 1870.
Try to make the book Fevered Lives: Tuberculosis in American Culture since 1870 as your pal. It means that
it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Martha Robertson:

The book Fevered Lives: Tuberculosis in American Culture since 1870 make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Fevered Lives:
Tuberculosis in American Culture since 1870 to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything
if you like open up and read a book Fevered Lives: Tuberculosis in American Culture since 1870. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Michelle Labat:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be Fevered Lives: Tuberculosis in American Culture since 1870.

Anthony Malloy:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Fevered Lives: Tuberculosis in American Culture since 1870 was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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