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With armed conflict in the Persian Gulf now upon us, Harvard archaeologist Steven LeBlanc takes a long-
term view of the nature and roots of war, presenting a controversial thesis: The notion of the "noble savage"
living in peace with one another and in harmony with nature is a fantasy. In Constant Battles: The Myth of
the Peaceful, Noble Savage, LeBlanc contends that warfare and violent conflict have existed throughout
human history, and that humans have never lived in ecological balance with nature.

The start of the second major U.S. military action in the Persian Gulf, combined with regular headlines about
spiraling environmental destruction, would tempt anyone to conclude that humankind is fast approaching a
catastrophic end. But as LeBlanc brilliantly argues, the archaeological record shows that the warfare and
ecological destruction we find today fit into patterns of human behavior that have gone on for millions of
years.

Constant Battles surveys human history in terms of social organization-from hunter gatherers, to tribal
agriculturalists, to more complex societies. LeBlanc takes the reader on his own digs around the world --
from New Guinea to the Southwestern U.S. to Turkey -- to show how he has come to discover warfare
everywhere at every time. His own fieldwork combined with his archaeological, ethnographic, and historical
research, presents a riveting account of how, throughout human history, people always have outgrown the
carrying capacity of their environment, which has led to war.

Ultimately, though, LeBlanc's point of view is reassuring and optimistic. As he explains the roots of warfare
in human history, he also demonstrates that warfare today has far less impact than it did in the past. He also
argues that, as awareness of these patterns and the advantages of modern technology increase, so does our
ability to avoid war in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Oberlin:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Constant Battles: The Myth
of the Peaceful, Noble Savage is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Richard Linneman:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Constant Battles: The Myth
of the Peaceful, Noble Savage is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jesse Harrison:

The reserve with title Constant Battles: The Myth of the Peaceful, Noble Savage has lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era
of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Dennis Bales:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may
unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout
spending your spare time, often the book you have read is actually Constant Battles: The Myth of the
Peaceful, Noble Savage.
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