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Carter and Ralph Stanley--the Stanley Brothers--are comparable to Bill Monroe and Flatt & Scruggs as
important members of the earliest generation of bluegrass musicians. In this first biography of the brothers,
author David W. Johnson documents that Carter (1925-1966) and Ralph (b. 1927) were equally important
contributors to the tradition of old-time country music. Together from 1946 to 1966, the Stanley Brothers
began their careers performing in the schoolhouses of southwestern Virginia and expanded their popularity
to the concert halls of Europe.

In order to re-create this post-World War II journey through the changing landscape of American music, the
author interviewed Ralph Stanley, the family of Carter Stanley, former members of the Clinch Mountain
Boys, and dozens of musicians and friends who knew the Stanley Brothers as musicians and men. The late
Mike Seeger allowed Johnson to use his invaluable 1966 interviews with the brothers. Notable old-time
country and bluegrass musicians such as George Shuffler, Lester Woodie, Larry Sparks, and the late Wade
Mainer shared their recollections of Carter and Ralph.

Lonesome Melodies begins and ends in the mountains of southwestern Virginia. Carter and Ralph were born
there and had an early publicity photograph taken at the Cumberland Gap. In December 1966, pallbearers
walked up Smith Ridge to bring Carter to his final resting place. In the intervening years, the brothers
performed thousands of in-person and radio shows, recorded hundreds of songs and tunes for half a dozen
record labels, and tried to keep pace with changing times while remaining true to the spirit of old-time
country music. As a result of their accomplishments, they have become a standard of musical authenticity.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Lonesome
Melodies: The Lives and Music of the Stanley Brothers (American Made Music Series) book as beginning
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lisa Chaffee:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Lonesome Melodies: The Lives and Music of the Stanley Brothers
(American Made Music Series) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Lonesome Melodies: The Lives and Music of the
Stanley Brothers (American Made Music Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Lonesome Melodies: The Lives and Music of the Stanley Brothers (American Made
Music Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Ronda Tollison:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Lonesome Melodies: The Lives and Music of the Stanley Brothers (American Made Music Series), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a guide.

Rick Fountain:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Lonesome Melodies: The Lives and Music of the
Stanley Brothers (American Made Music Series) or others sources were given information for you. After you



know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Lonesome Melodies: The Lives and Music of
the Stanley Brothers (American Made Music Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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