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In The Lights that Failed: European International History 1919-1933, part of the Oxford History of Modern
Europe series, Steiner challenges the common assumption that the Treaty of Versailles led to the opening of
a second European war and provides an analysis of the attempts to reconstruct Europe during the 1920s. She
examines the efforts that failed but also those which gave hope for future promise that are usually
underestimated, if not ignored. She also shows that a
degree of stabilization was achieved even though it was fragile, incomplete, and did not last through the
1929-1933 period when nationalist remedies replaced international strategies on both the economic and
political levels of European relations. A second volume, The Triumph of the Night, will examine the
period from 1934 to 1941. - ;The peace treaties represented an almost impossible attempt to solve the
problems caused by a murderous world war. In The Lights that Failed: European International History 1919-
1933, part of the Oxford History of Modern Europe series, Steiner challenges the common assumption that
the Treaty of Versailles led to the opening of a second European war. In a radically original way, this book
characterizes the 1920s not as a frustrated prelude to a second global conflict but as
a fascinating decade in its own right, when politicians and diplomats strove to re-assemble a viable European
order. Steiner examines the efforts that failed but also those which gave hope for future promise, many of
which are usually underestimated, if not ignored. She shows that an equilibrium was achieved,
attained between a partial American withdrawal from Europe and the self-imposed constraints which the
Soviet system imposed on exporting revolution. The stabilization painfully achieved in Europe reached it
fragile limits after 1925, even prior to the financial crises that engulfed the continent. The hinge years
between the great crash of 1929 and Hitler's achievement of power in 1933 devastatingly altered the balance
between nationalism and internationalism. This wide-ranging study helps us
grasp the decisive stages in this process.

In a second volume, The Triumph of the Night , Steiner will examine the immediate lead up to the Second
World War and its early years. - ;...indisputably the most detailed and authoritative single-volume account of
European international history in the fifteen years following the end of the Frist World War...[this work]
affirms Zara Steiner's status as the pre-eminent historian of inter-war international affairs. - Martin Conway,
EHR 494;Zara Steiner has produced a splendid volume, chock full of detail and with many thought-
provoking insights. It will remain a classic for many years to come. For those studying international business
history it will serve as an excellent background reference manual to the period... If one were to ask for more
it would be the second volume in the same vein. - Derek H. Aldcroft, Business History;Zara Steiner's work
has ensured that we will have to treat that neglected decade [the 1920s] with proper respect. She has told the
story with impeccable scholarship, clarity and compassion ... Her book will rightly become the definitive
work on the period. - Margaret MacMillan, TLS;... impressive - David Stevenson, LRB;...majestic and
authoritative volume...The Lights that Failed skillfully and judiciously deploys the fruits of extensive reading
and long reflection ... Embedded in its comprehensive survey of the main protagonists and themes is a
radical and fascinating argument... - Mark Mazower, BBC History;Any reader who wants to understand the
inter-War period should consult this book and any serious student of the period should buy it. For there is
simply nothing to compare with it in terms of erudition or exposition. Above all Zara Steiner ensures that we
read history forward not backward. - The Independent;a dazzling account...This combination of human



drama and a broad international perspective, shifting between western, eastern and Atlantic viewpoints, is a
governing strength of the narrative, at once providing fascinating detail, balance, and vivid variety of pace
and content. Steiner's long, wise view of international relations during the last epoch when western Europe
confidently believed itself the centre of the world is compelling reading for anyone concerned with the
continent's past - or future. - FT Magazine;...this is quite clearly a standard of work which is unique in the
research landscape and will continue to hold this position for years to come. - Eckart Conze, German
Historical Institute Bulletin, Vol. XXIX, No. 1
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From reader reviews:

Anna Lewis:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Lights that Failed:
European International History 1919-1933 (Oxford History of Modern Europe) will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Rose Hilton:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Lights that Failed: European International
History 1919-1933 (Oxford History of Modern Europe) book because book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Beverly McClendon:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Lights that Failed: European
International History 1919-1933 (Oxford History of Modern Europe). This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.

Lewis Shafer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Lights that Failed: European
International History 1919-1933 (Oxford History of Modern Europe).
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