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An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865–1918 details the slavery
debate from the Civil War through World War I. Award-winning historian John David Smith argues that
African American slavery remained a salient metaphor for how Americans interpreted contemporary race
relations decades after the Civil War.

Smith draws extensively on postwar articles, books, diaries, manuscripts, newspapers, and speeches to
counter the belief that debates over slavery ended with emancipation. After the Civil War, Americans in both
the North and the South continued to debate slavery’s merits as a labor, legal, and educational system and as
a mode of racial control. The study details how white Southerners continued to tout slavery as beneficial for
both races long after Confederate defeat. During Reconstruction and after Redemption, Southerners
continued to refine proslavery ideas while subjecting blacks to new legal, extralegal, and social controls.

An Old Creed for the New South links pre– and post–Civil War racial thought, showing historical continuity,
and treats the Black Codes and the Jim Crow laws in new ways, connecting these important racial and legal
themes to intellectual and social history. Although many blacks and some whites denounced slavery as the
source of the contemporary “Negro problem,” most whites, including late nineteenth-century historians,
championed a “new” proslavery argument. The study also traces how historian Ulrich B. Phillips and
Progressive Era scholars looked at slavery as a golden age of American race relations and shows how a
broad range of African Americans, including Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois, responded to the
proslavery argument. Such ideas, Smith posits, provided a powerful racial creed for the New South.

This examination of black slavery in the American public mind—which includes the arguments of former
slaves, slaveholders, Freedmen's Bureau agents, novelists, and essayists—demonstrates that proslavery
ideology dominated racial thought among white southerners, and most white northerners, in the five decades
following the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Winstead:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918 the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The An Old Creed for the New South:
Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918 giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

John McCraw:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be study. An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918 can be your
answer since it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Maryellen Tilley:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and
Historiography, 1865-1918 can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Peter Delaune:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery
Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918 to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and
Historiography, 1865-1918 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of this time.
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