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"My son's illness is eight years old and has no name. It started when he was fourteen. He is now twenty-two.
It is taking away his ability to walk and to reason. It is getting worse, some years more rapidly than others."

These words begin the first section of Blue Peninsula, a narrative of a son's degenerative illness in thirty-
three parts focused around poems that have provided companionship and sustenance to the author. When
multiple diagnostic avenues delivered no explanation for the worsening disabilities of her older son, Ike,
Madge McKeithen "became a poetry addict--collecting, consuming, ripping poems out of magazines, buying
slender volumes that would fit in my pocket or pocketbook, stashing them in loose-leaf notebooks, on
shelves, stacking them on the floor. In the midst of all this grief, I had fallen in love. With words. Poems,
especially. And just in time."

McKeithen draws on a wonderfully wide ranging group of of poets and lyricists--including Emily Dickinson,
the Rolling Stones, Paul Celan, Bruce Springsteen, Marie Howe, Walt Whitman, and many others--to
illuminate, comfort, and help to express her sorrow. Some chapters are reflections on friendships and family
relationships in the context of a chronic and worsening illness. Some consider making peace with what life
has dealt, and others value intentionally reworking it.

Not written to suggest easy solace, this powerful work aims to keep company, as would any individual
whose loved one is on a course in which the only way out is through.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

This book untitled Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

The e-book untitled Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of
Loss and Change from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Olive Griffin:

Beside this particular Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change in your phone, it might
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from now!

Roosevelt Alday:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss
and Change. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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