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Over the past century American agriculture has shifted dramatically with small, commercial farms finding it
increasingly difficult to compete with large-scale (mostly indoor) animal feeding operations (AFOs). In this
book, Terence J. Centner investigates the environmental, social, economic, and political impact of the rise of
the so-called factory farm, exposing the ramifications of the contemporary trend toward industrial-scale food
production. _x000B__x000B_Just as Rachel Carson's landmark Silent Spring used the disappearance of
songbirds as a jumping-off point for a work that raised public awareness of pesticides' devastating
environmental impact, Empty Pastures sees the dwindling numbers of livestock in the American countryside
as a symptom of a broader transformation, one with serious consequences for the rural landscape and its
inhabitants--animal as well as human._x000B__x000B_After outlining the rise of the AFO, Centner
examines the troubling consequences of consolidation in animal farming and suggests a number of remedies.
The issues he tackles include groundwater contamination, the loss of biodiversity, animal welfare,
concentrated odors and other nuisances, soil erosion, and the economic effects of the disappearance of the
small family farm. _x000B__x000B_Inspired by largely abandoned traditional practices rather than a radical
and unrealistic vision of a return to an idealized past, Centner proposes a series of pragmatic reforms for
regulating factory farms to halt ecological degradation and revitalize rural communities.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Empty Pastures: Confined Animals and the
Transformation of the Rural Landscape, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Thomas Llanos:

Empty Pastures: Confined Animals and the Transformation of the Rural Landscape can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Empty Pastures: Confined Animals and the Transformation of the Rural Landscape however doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Janice Saucier:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Empty Pastures: Confined
Animals and the Transformation of the Rural Landscape which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.

Sylvia Dozier:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book Empty
Pastures: Confined Animals and the Transformation of the Rural Landscape. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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