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America's largest city generates garbage in torrents—11,000 tons from households each day on average. But
New Yorkers don't give it much attention. They leave their trash on the curb or drop it in a litter basket, and
promptly forget about it. And why not? On a schedule so regular you could almost set your watch by it,
someone always comes to take it away.

But who, exactly, is that someone? And why is he—or she—so unknown?

In Picking Up, the anthropologist Robin Nagle introduces us to the men and women of New York City's
Department of Sanitation and makes clear why this small army of uniformed workers is the most important
labor force on the streets. Seeking to understand every aspect of the Department's mission, Nagle
accompanied crews on their routes, questioned supervisors and commissioners, and listened to story after
story about blizzards, hazardous wastes, and the insults of everyday New Yorkers. But the more time she
spent with the DSNY, the more Nagle realized that observing wasn't quite enough—so she joined the force
herself. Driving the hulking trucks, she obtained an insider's perspective on the complex kinships, arcane
rules, and obscure lingo unique to the realm of sanitation workers.

Nagle chronicles New York City's four-hundred-year struggle with trash, and traces the city's waste-
management efforts from a time when filth overwhelmed the streets to the far more rigorous practices of
today, when the Big Apple is as clean as it's ever been.

Throughout, Nagle reveals the many unexpected ways in which sanitation workers stand between our
seemingly well-ordered lives and the sea of refuse that would otherwise overwhelm us. In the process, she
changes the way we understand cities—and ourselves within them.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Tate:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this Picking Up: On the Streets and
Behind the Trucks with the Sanitation Workers of New York City to read.

Terri Root:

Here thing why that Picking Up: On the Streets and Behind the Trucks with the Sanitation Workers of New
York City are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Picking Up: On the Streets and
Behind the Trucks with the Sanitation Workers of New York City giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Picking Up:
On the Streets and Behind the Trucks with the Sanitation Workers of New York City. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Picking Up: On the Streets and Behind the Trucks with the Sanitation Workers of New York City in
e-book can be your alternate.

Patrica Fussell:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Picking Up: On the Streets and
Behind the Trucks with the Sanitation Workers of New York City is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Marian Buell:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Picking Up: On the Streets and Behind the Trucks with the
Sanitation Workers of New York City can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one



of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Picking Up: On
the Streets and Behind the Trucks with the Sanitation Workers of New York City.
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