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Epidemiologists are braced for the big one: the strain of flu that rivals the pandemic of 1918-1919, which
killed at least 20 million people worldwide. In recent years, we have experienced scares with a host of new
influenza viruses: bird flu, swine flu, Spanish flu, Hong Kong flu, H5N1, and most recently, H5N7. While
these diseases appear to emerge from thin air, in fact, human activity is driving them. And the problem is not
just flu, but a series of rapidly evolving and dangerous modern plagues.

According to veterinarian and journalist Mark Walters, we are contributing to - if not overtly causing - some
of the scariest epidemics of our time. Through human stories and cutting-edge science, Walters explores the
origins of seven diseases: Mad Cow Disease, HIV/AIDS, Salmonella DT104, Lyme Disease, Hantavirus,
West Nile, and new strains of flu. He shows that they originate from manipulation of the environment, from
emitting carbon and clear-cutting forests to feeding naturally herbivorous cows "recycled animal protein."

Since Walters first drew attention to these "ecodemics" in 2003 with the publication of Six Modern Plagues,
much has learned about how they developed. In this new, fully updated edition, the author presents research
that precisely pinpoints the origins of HIV, confirms the link between forest fragmentation and increased risk
of Lyme Disease, and expands knowledge of the ecology of West Nile Virus.

He also explores developments in emerging diseases, including a new chapter on flu, examining the first
influenza pandemic since the Hong Kong flu of 1968; a new tick-borne infection in the Mid-West; a second
novel bird flu in China; and yet a new SARS-like virus in the Middle East.

Readers will not only learn how these diseases emerged but the conditions that make future pandemics more
likely. This knowledge is critical in order to prevent the next modern plague.
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Seven Modern Plagues: And How We
Are Causing Them book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Lisa Christopher:

The particular book Seven Modern Plagues: And How We Are Causing Them will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Seven Modern Plagues: And How We
Are Causing Them is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Laurence Terry:

Seven Modern Plagues: And How We Are Causing Them can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Seven Modern Plagues: And How We Are Causing Them although doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Hattie Godfrey:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Seven Modern Plagues: And How We Are Causing Them we can get more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
Seven Modern Plagues: And How We Are Causing Them. You can more desirable than now.
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