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The relationship between military leaders and political leaders has always been a complicated one, especially
in times of war. When the chips are down, who should run the show -- the politicians or the generals? In
Supreme Command, Eliot Cohen examines four great democratic war statesmen -- Abraham Lincoln,
Georges Clemenceau, Winston Churchill, and David Ben-Gurion -- to reveal the surprising answer: the
politicians. Great states-men do not turn their wars over to their generals, and then stay out of their way.
Great statesmen make better generals of their generals. They question and drive their military men, and at
key times they overrule their advice. The generals may think they know how to win, but the statesmen are
the ones who see the big picture.
Lincoln, Clemenceau, Churchill, and Ben-Gurion led four very different kinds of democracy, under the most
difficult circumstances imaginable. They came from four very different backgrounds -- backwoods lawyer,
dueling French doctor, rogue aristocrat, and impoverished Jewish socialist.Yet they faced similar challenges,
not least the possibility that their conduct of the war could bring about their fall from power. Each exhibited
mastery of detail and fascination with technology. All four were great learners, who studied war as if it were
their own profession, and in many ways mastered it as well as did their generals. All found themselves
locked in conflict with military men. All four triumphed.
Military men often dismiss politicians as meddlers, doves, or naifs. Yet military men make mistakes. The art
of a great leader is to push his subordinates to achieve great things. The lessons of the book apply not just to
President Bush and other world leaders in the war on terrorism, but to anyone who faces extreme adversity at
the head of a free organization -- including leaders and managers throughout the corporate world.
The lessons of Supreme Command will be immediately apparent to all managers and leaders, as well as
students of history.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Supreme Command: Soldiers,
Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

David Anthony:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen
and Leadership in Wartime book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Larry Turner:

This Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Supreme
Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for
your better life as well as knowledge.

Billy Doyle:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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