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The House of Twenty Thousand Books is the story of Chimen Abramsky, an extraordinary polymath and
bibliophile who amassed a vast collection of socialist literature and Jewish history. For more than fifty years
Chimen and his wife, Miriam, hosted epic gatherings in their house of books that brought together many of
the age’s greatest thinkers.

The atheist son of one of the century’s most important rabbis, Chimen was born in 1916 near Minsk, spent
his early teenage years in Moscow while his father served time in a Siberian labor camp for religious
proselytizing, and then immigrated to London, where he discovered the writings of Karl Marx and became
involved in left-wing politics. He briefly attended the newly established Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
until World War II interrupted his studies. Back in England, he married, and for many years he and Miriam
ran a respected Jewish bookshop in London’s East End. When the Nazis invaded Russia in June 1941,
Chimen joined the Communist Party, becoming a leading figure in the party’s National Jewish Committee.
He remained a member until 1958, when, shockingly late in the day, he finally acknowledged the atrocities
committed by Stalin. In middle age, Chimen reinvented himself once more, this time as a liberal thinker,
humanist, professor, and manuscripts’ expert for Sotheby’s auction house. 

Journalist Sasha Abramsky re-creates here a lost world, bringing to life the people, the books, and the ideas
that filled his grandparents’ house, from gatherings that included Eric Hobsbawm and Isaiah Berlin to books
with Marx’s handwritten notes, William Morris manuscripts and woodcuts, an early sixteenth-century
Bomberg Bible, and a first edition of Descartes’s Meditations. The House of Twenty Thousand Books is a
wondrous journey through our times, from the vanished worlds of Eastern European Jewry to the
cacophonous politics of modernity.

The House of Twenty Thousand Books includes 43 photos.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

The book The House of Twenty Thousand Books can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The House of
Twenty Thousand Books? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The House of Twenty
Thousand Books has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Cathrine Hart:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The House of Twenty Thousand Books the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before.
The The House of Twenty Thousand Books giving you a different experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Charlie Attwood:

The House of Twenty Thousand Books can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The House of Twenty Thousand Books
however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial thinking.

Jessie Adams:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. The House of Twenty Thousand Books can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.
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