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No city in America knows how to mark death with more funerary panache than New Orleans. The pageants
commemorating departed citizens are often in themselves works of performance art. A grand obituary
remains key to this Stygian passage. And no one writes them like New Orleanian John Pope. Collected here
are not just simple, mindless recitations of schools and workplaces, marriages, and mourners bereft. These
pieces in Getting Off at Elysian Fields are full-blooded life stories with accounts of great achievements,
dubious dabblings, unavoidable foibles, relationships gone sour, and happenstances that turn out to be life-
changing.

To be sure, there are stories about Carnival monarchs, great philanthropists, and a few politicians. But
because New Orleans embraces eccentric behavior, there are stories of people who colored way outside the
lines. For instance, there was the doctor who used his plasma to make his flowers grow, and the
philanthropist who took money she had put aside for a fur coat to underwrite the lawsuit that desegregated
Tulane University. A letter carrier everyone loved turned out to have been a spy during World War II, and a
fledgling lawyer changed his lifelong thoughts about race when he saw blind people going into a Christmas
party through separate doors—one for white people and another for African Americans. Then there was the
punctilious judge who got down on his hands and knees to edge his lawn—with scissors.

Because New Orleans funerals are distinctive, the author includes accounts of four that he covered, complete
with soulful singing and even some dancing. As a popular, local bumper sticker indisputably declares, “New
Orleans—We Put the Fun in Funeral.”
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From reader reviews:

Irene Holmes:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Getting Off at Elysian
Fields: Obituaries from the New Orleans Times-Picayune that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Getting Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the
New Orleans Times-Picayune become your personal starter.

Stephanie Matias:

This Getting Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the New Orleans Times-Picayune is great publication for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Getting Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the
New Orleans Times-Picayune in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Nancy Kline:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Getting Off at Elysian Fields:
Obituaries from the New Orleans Times-Picayune as well as others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Getting Off at Elysian
Fields: Obituaries from the New Orleans Times-Picayune to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book Getting
Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the New Orleans Times-Picayune. You can include your knowledge



by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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