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What does the tradition of marriage mean for people who have historically been deprived of its legal status?
Generally thought of as a convention of the white middle class, the marriage plot has received little attention
from critics of African-American literature. In this study, Ann duCille uses texts such as Nella Larsen's
Quicksand (1928) and Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937) to demonstrate that the
African-American novel, like its European and Anglo-American counterparts, has developed around the
marriage plot--what she calls "the coupling convention." Exploring the relationship between racial ideology
and literary and social conventions, duCille uses the coupling convention to trace the historical development
of the African-American women's novel. She demonstrates the ways in which black women appropriated this
novelistic device as a means of expressing and reclaiming their own identity. More than just a study of the
marriage tradition in black women's fiction, however, The Coupling Convention takes up and takes on many
different meanings of tradition. It challenges the notion of a single black literary tradition, or of a single
black feminist literary canon grounded in specifically black female language and experience, as it explores
the ways in which white and black, male and female, mainstream and marginalized "traditions" and canons
have influenced and cross-fertilized each other. Much more than a period study, The Coupling Convention
spans the period from 1853 to 1948, addressing the vital questions of gender, subjectivity, race, and the
canon that inform literary study today. In this original work, duCille offers a new paradigm for reading black
women's fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

The book The Coupling Convention: Sex, Text, and Tradition in Black Women's Fiction make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a
book The Coupling Convention: Sex, Text, and Tradition in Black Women's Fiction to become your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Coupling Convention:
Sex, Text, and Tradition in Black Women's Fiction. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Richard Redd:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Coupling Convention: Sex, Text, and
Tradition in Black Women's Fiction is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Latoya Brown:

The publication with title The Coupling Convention: Sex, Text, and Tradition in Black Women's Fiction has
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Irene Howe:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book The Coupling Convention: Sex, Text, and Tradition in Black Women's Fiction. You'll be able
to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.
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