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This study looks at the lives of the most famous "wild children" of eighteenth-century Europe, showing how
they open a window onto European ideas about the potential and perfectibility of mankind. Julia V.
Douthwaite recounts reports of feral children such as the wild girl of Champagne (captured in 1731 and
baptized as Marie-Angélique Leblanc), offering a fascinating glimpse into beliefs about the difference
between man and beast and the means once used to civilize the uncivilized.

A variety of educational experiments failed to tame these feral children by the standards of the day. After
telling their stories, Douthwaite turns to literature that reflects on similar experiments to perfect human
subjects. Her examples range from utopian schemes for progressive childrearing to philosophical tales of
animated statues, from revolutionary theories of regenerated men to Gothic tales of scientists run amok.
Encompassing thinkers such as Rousseau, Sade, Defoe, and Mary Shelley, Douthwaite shows how the
Enlightenment conceived of mankind as an infinitely malleable entity, first with optimism, then with
apprehension. Exposing the darker side of eighteenth-century thought, she demonstrates how advances in
science gave rise to troubling ethical concerns, as parents, scientists, and politicians tried to perfect mankind
with disastrous results.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and
the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment. All type of book is it possible to see on
many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Cynthia Medina:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Wild
Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment suitable to you?
The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Wild Girl,
Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenmentis a single of several
books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented
of the world within this book.

Jack Harbin:

The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in
the Age of Enlightenment however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Rivera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
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