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As states across the country battle internally over same-sex marriage in the courts, in legislatures, and at the
ballot box, activists and scholars grapple with its implications for the status of gays and lesbians and for the
institution of marriage itself. Yet, the struggle over same-sex marriage is only the most recent political and
public debate over marriage in the United States. What is at stake for those who want to restrict marriage and
for those who seek to extend it? Why has the issue become such a national debate? These questions can be
answered only by viewing marriage as a political institution as well as a religious and cultural one.

In its political dimension, marriage circumscribes both the meaning and the concrete terms of citizenship.
Marriage represents communal duty, moral education, and social and civic status. Yet, at the same time, it
represents individual choice, contract, liberty, and independence from the state. According to Priscilla
Yamin, these opposing but interrelated sets of characteristics generate a tension between a politics of
obligations on the one hand and a politics of rights on the other. To analyze this interplay, American
Marriage examines the status of ex-slaves at the close of the Civil War, immigrants at the turn of the
twentieth century, civil rights and women's rights in the 1960s, and welfare recipients and gays and lesbians
in the contemporary period. Yamin argues that at moments when extant political and social hierarchies
become unstable, political actors turn to marriage either to stave off or to promote political and social
changes. Some marriages are pushed as obligatory and necessary for the good of society, while others are
contested or presented as dangerous and harmful. Thus political struggles over race, gender, economic
inequality, and sexuality have been articulated at key moments through the language of marital obligations
and rights. Seen this way, marriage is not outside the political realm but interlocked with it in mutual
evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual American
Marriage: A Political Institution (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) is kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Hallie Cathey:

This American Marriage: A Political Institution (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) is
great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal
with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using
great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having American Marriage: A Political Institution
(American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right
but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt which?

Jerry Carley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually American
Marriage: A Political Institution (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law).

Donald Cauley:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book American Marriage: A Political Institution
(American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very



first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the publication American Marriage: A
Political Institution (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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