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Childhood joy, pleasure, and creativity are not often associated with the civil rights movement. Their ties to
the movement may have faded from historical memory, but these qualities received considerable
photographic attention in that tumultuous era. Katharine Capshaw’s Civil Rights Childhood reveals how the
black child has been—and continues to be—a social agent that demands change.

Because children carry a compelling aura of human value and potential, images of African American
children in the wake of Brown v. Board of Education had a powerful effect on the fight for civil rights. In the
iconography of Emmett Till and the girls murdered in the 1963 Birmingham church bombings, Capshaw
explores the function of children’s photographic books and the image of the black child in social justice
campaigns for school integration and the civil rights movement. Drawing on works ranging from
documentary photography, coffee-table and art books, and popular historical narratives and photographic
picture books for the very young, Civil Rights Childhood sheds new light on images of the child and family
that portrayed liberatory models of blackness, but it also considers the role photographs played in the desire
for consensus and closure with the rise of multiculturalism.

Offering rich analysis, Capshaw recovers many obscure texts and photographs while at the same time
placing major names like Langston Hughes, June Jordan, and Toni Morrison in dialogue with lesser-known
writers. An important addition to thinking about representation and politics, Civil Rights Childhood
ultimately shows how the photobook—and the aspirations of childhood itself—encourage cultural
transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Moore:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Civil Rights Childhood: Picturing
Liberation in African American Photobooks will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suited book with you?

Kelsey Dehart:

Typically the book Civil Rights Childhood: Picturing Liberation in African American Photobooks has a lot
of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Christopher Hannah:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This Civil Rights Childhood: Picturing Liberation
in African American Photobooks is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Wayne Kong:

This Civil Rights Childhood: Picturing Liberation in African American Photobooks is brand-new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Civil Rights Childhood: Picturing Liberation in African American Photobooks can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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