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Explores the ancient and perennial notion of the four elements as environmental ideas.

Bachelard called them “the hormones of the imagination.” Hegel observed that, “through the four elements
we have the elevation of sensuous ideas into thought.” Earth, air, fire, and water are explored as both
philosophical ideas and environmental issues associated with their classical and perennial conceptions. David
Macauley embarks upon a wide-ranging discussion of their initial appearance in ancient Greek thought as
mythic forces or scientific principles to their recent reemergence within contemporary continental
philosophy as a means for understanding landscape and language, poetry and place, the body and the body
politic. In so doing, he shows the importance of elemental thinking for comprehending and responding to
ecological problems. In tracing changing views of the four elements through the history of ideas, Macauley
generates a new vocabulary for and a fresh vision of the environment while engaging the elemental world
directly with reflections on their various manifestations.

David Macauley is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Environmental Studies at Penn State University,
Brandywine. He is the editor of Minding Nature: The Philosophers of Ecology.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Price:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as
Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Nathanael Ma:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics), you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Kelly Thompson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and
Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics), it is possible to enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Eliza Gold:

Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as
Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be



certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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