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This lively book recounts the explorations of the first generations of Spanish conquistadors and their Native
allies. Author William K. Hartmann brings readers along as the explorers probe from Cuba to the Aztec
capital of Mexico City, and then northward through the borderlands to New Mexico, the Grand Canyon,
southern California, and as far as Kansas. Characters include Hernan Cortés, the conqueror; the Aztec ruler
Motezuma; Francisco Vázquez de Coronado, a famous expedition leader; fray Marcos de Niza, an explorer-
priest doomed to disgrace; and Viceroy Antonio Mendoza, the king’s representative who tried to keep the
explorers under control.

Recounting eyewitness experiences that the Spaniards recorded in letters and memoirs, Hartmann describes
ancient lifeways from Mexico to the western United States; Aztec accounts of the conquest; discussions
between Aztec priests and Spanish priests about the nature of the universe; Cortés’s lifelong relationship
with his famous Native mistress, Malinche (not to mention the mysterious fate of his wife); lost explorers
who wandered from Florida to Arizona; and Marcos de Niza’s controversial reports of the “Seven Cities of
Cíbola.”

Searching for Golden Empires describes how, even after the conquest of Mexico, Cortés remained a
“wildcat” competitor with Coronado in a race to see who could find the “next golden empire,” believed to lie
in the north. It is an exciting history of the shared story of the United States and Mexico, unveiling episodes
both tragic and uplifting.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Barnes:

The event that you get from Searching for Golden Empires: Epic Cultural Collisions in Sixteenth-Century
America may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Searching for Golden
Empires: Epic Cultural Collisions in Sixteenth-Century America giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this Searching for Golden Empires: Epic Cultural Collisions
in Sixteenth-Century America instantly.

Mildred Vang:

The guide with title Searching for Golden Empires: Epic Cultural Collisions in Sixteenth-Century America
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Brittany Gonzalez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely Searching for Golden Empires: Epic Cultural Collisions in Sixteenth-Century
America.

Cory Thomas:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Searching for Golden Empires: Epic Cultural Collisions in Sixteenth-Century
America when you required it?
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