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A tale of eighteenth-century invention and competition, commerce and conflict, this is a lively, illustrated,
and accurate chronicle of the search to solve “the longitude problem,” the question of how to determine a
ship’s position at sea—and one that changed the history of mankind.

Ships, Clocks, and Stars brings into focus one of our greatest scientific stories: the search to accurately
measure a ship’s position at sea. The incredible, illustrated volume reveals why longitude mattered to
seafaring nations, illuminates the various solutions that were proposed and tested, and explores the invention
that revolutionized human history and the man behind it, John Harrison. Here, too, are the voyages of
Captain Cook that put these revolutionary navigational methods to the test.

Filled with astronomers, inventors, politicians, seamen, and satirists, Ships, Clocks, and Stars explores the
scientific, political, and commercial battles of the age, as well as the sailors, ships, and voyages that made it
legend—from Matthew Flinders and George Vancouver to the voyages of the Bounty and the Beagle.

Featuring more than 150 photographs specially commissioned from Britain’s National Maritime Museum,
this evocative, detailed, and thoroughly fascinating history brings this age of exploration and enlightenment
vividly to life.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest for
Longitude is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jeremy Brown:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest for Longitude can be fine
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Clyde Miller:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest for Longitude this e-book consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Josefina Smith:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest
for Longitude or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest for Longitude to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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