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The George W. Bush administration’s ambitious—even breathtaking—claims of unilateral executive
authority raised deep concerns among constitutional scholars, civil libertarians, and ordinary citizens alike.
But Bush’s attempts to assert his power are only the culmination of a near-thirty-year assault on the basic
checks and balances of the U.S. government—a battle waged by presidents of both parties, and one that, as
Peter M. Shane warns in Madison’s Nightmare, threatens to utterly subvert the founders’ vision of
representative government.

Tracing this tendency back to the first Reagan administration, Shane shows how this era of "aggressive
presidentialism" has seen presidents exerting ever more control over nearly every arena of policy, from
military affairs and national security to domestic programs. Driven by political ambition and a growing
culture of entitlement in the executive branch—and abetted by a complaisant Congress, riven by
partisanship—this presidential aggrandizement has too often undermined wise policy making and led to
shallow, ideological, and sometimes outright lawless decisions. The solution, Shane argues, will require a
multipronged program of reform, including both specific changes in government practice and broader
institutional changes aimed at supporting a renewed culture of government accountability.

From the war on science to the mismanaged war on terror, Madison’s Nightmare outlines the disastrous
consequences of the unchecked executive—and issues a stern wake-up call to all who care about the fate of
our long democratic experiment.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power
Threatens American Democracy reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American Democracy as good book not
just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its
handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Emma Patterson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American
Democracy this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Sang O\'Connor:

You can obtain this Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American Democracy by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Cynthia Tso:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American Democracy we can
acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a



book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by
this book Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American Democracy. You can more
attractive than now.
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