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The City's Pleasures is the first historical investigation of the tremendous changes that affected the fabric and
architecture of Istanbul in the century that followed the decisive return of the Ottoman court to the capital in
1703. These were spectacular times that witnessed the most extraordinary urban expansion and building
explosion in the history of the city. Showing how architecture and urban form became involved in the
representation and construction of a changing social order, Shirine Hamadeh reassesses the dominance of the
paradigm of Westernization in interpretations of this period and challenges the suggestion that change in the
eighteenth century could only occur by turning toward a now superior West. Drawing on a genre of Ottoman
poetry written in celebration of the built environment and on a vast array of related textual and visual
sources, Hamadeh demonstrates that architectural change was the result of a dynamic synthesis between
internal and external factors, and closely mirrored the process of décloisonnement of the city's social
landscape.

Examining novel forms, spaces, and decorative vocabularies; changing patterns of patronage; and new
patterns of architectural perception; The City's Pleasures shows how these exposed and reinforced the
internal dynamics that were played out between a society in flux and a state anxious to recreate an ideal
system of social hierarchies. Profoundly hybrid in nature, the new architectural idiom reflected a growing
permeability between elite and middle-class sensibilities, an unprecedented degree of receptivity to Western
and Eastern foreign traditions, and a clear departure from the parameters of the classical canon. Innovation
became the new operative doctrine. As the built environment was experienced, perceived, and appreciated by
contemporary observers, it increasingly revealed itself as a perpetual source of sensory pleasures.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Walsh:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in
the Eighteenth Century (Publications on the Near East) book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Mark Gatling:

The book The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in the Eighteenth Century (Publications on the Near East) will bring
you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in the
Eighteenth Century (Publications on the Near East) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Santa McNabb:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a book. The book The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in the Eighteenth Century (Publications on the
Near East) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book has high quality.

Mary Hopkins:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in the Eighteenth Century (Publications on the Near East) when you
essential it?
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