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At the close of the eighteenth century, Timothy Dwight--poet, clergyman, and, later, president of Yale
College--waged a literary and intellectual war against the forces of "infidelity." The Devil and Doctor
Dwight reexamines this episode by focusing on The Triumph of Infidelity (1788), the verse satire that
launched Dwight's campaign and, Colin Wells argues, the key to recovering the deeper meaning of the threat
of infidelity in the early years of the American Republic. The book also features the first modern, annotated
edition of this important but long-overlooked poem.

Modeled after Alexander Pope's satiric masterpiece, the Dunciad, Dwight's poem took aim at a number of his
contemporaries, but its principal target was Congregationalist Charles Chauncy, author of a controversial
treatise asserting "the salvation of all men." To Dwight's mind, a belief in universal salvation issued from the
same naive faith in innate human virtue and inevitable progress that governed all forms of Enlightenment
thought, political as well as religious. Indeed, in subsequent works he traced with increasing dismay a shift in
the idea of universal salvation from a theological doctrine to a political belief and symbol of American
national identity. In this light, Dwight's campaign against infidelity must also be seen as an early and
prescient critique of the ideological underpinnings of Jeffersonian democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Fugate:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Devil and Doctor
Dwight: Satire and Theology in the Early American Republic (Published for the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) will make you to always be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Harriet Dupree:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Devil and Doctor
Dwight: Satire and Theology in the Early American Republic (Published for the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Carol Wells:

This The Devil and Doctor Dwight: Satire and Theology in the Early American Republic (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is great guide for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having The Devil and Doctor Dwight: Satire and Theology in the Early
American Republic (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Bradford Bryant:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a



book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Devil and Doctor
Dwight: Satire and Theology in the Early American Republic (Published for the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.
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