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During the last centuries of the Roman Empire, the prevailing ideal of feminine virtue was radically
transformed: the pure but fertile heroines of Greek and Roman romance were replaced by a Christian heroine
who ardently refused the marriage bed. How this new concept and figure of purity is connected with--indeed,
how it abetted--social and religious change is the subject of Kate Cooper's lively book.

The Romans saw marital concord as a symbol of social unity--one that was important to maintaining the
vigor and political harmony of the empire itself. This is nowhere more clear than in the ancient novel, where
the mutual desire of hero and heroine is directed toward marriage and social renewal. But early Christian
romance subverted the main outline of the story: now the heroine abandons her marriage partner for an
otherworldly union with a Christian holy man. Cooper traces the reception of this new ascetic literature
across the Roman world. How did the ruling classes respond to the Christian claim to moral superiority,
represented by the new ideal of sexual purity? How did women themselves react to the challenge to their
traditional role as matrons and matriarchs? In addressing these questions, Cooper gives us a vivid picture of
dramatically changing ideas about sexuality, family, and morality--a cultural revolution with far-reaching
implications for religion and politics, women and men.

The Virgin and the Bride offers a new look at central aspects of the Christianization of the Roman world, and
an engaging discussion of the rhetoric of gender and the social meaning of idealized womanhood.
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From reader reviews:

Erich Arnold:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity.

Clifford Harvey:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to your account is The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity this
e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate
all of you.

Fred Polak:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late
Antiquity can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in
Late Antiquity.

Sharon Scott:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's internal or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book



is very important in your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized
Womanhood in Late Antiquity can make you experience more interested to read.
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