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In the spring of 1861, tens of thousands of young men formed military companies and offered to fight for
their country. Near the end of the Civil War, nearly half of the adult male population of the North and a
staggering 90 percent of eligible white males in the South had joined the military. With their husbands, sons,
and fathers away, legions of women took on additional duties formerly handled by males, and many also
faced the ordeal of having their homes occupied by enemy troops. With occupation, the home front and the
battlefield merged to create an unanticipated second front where civilians-mainly women-resisted what they
perceived as unjust domination. In Occupied Women, twelve distinguished historians consider how women's
reactions to occupation affected both the strategies of military leaders and ultimately even the outcome of the
Civil War.
Alecia P. Long, Lisa Tendrich Frank, E. Susan Barber, and Charles F. Ritter explore occupation as an
incubator of military policies that reflected occupied women's activism. Margaret Creighton, Kristen L.
Streater, LeeAnn Whites, and Cita Cook examine specific locations where citizens both enforced and evaded
these military policies. Leslie A. Schwalm, Victoria E. Bynum, and Joan E. Cashin look at the occupation as
part of complex and overlapping differences in race, class, and culture. An epilogue by Judith Giesberg
emphasizes these themes. Some essays reinterpret legendary encounters between military men and occupied
women, such as those prompted by General Butler's infamous "Woman Order" and Sherman's March to the
Sea. Others explore new areas such as the development of military policy with regard to sexual justice.
Throughout, the contributors examine the common experiences of occupied women and address the unique
situations faced by women, whether Union, Confederate, or freed. 
 
Civil War historians have traditionally depicted Confederate women as rendered inert by occupying armies,
but these essays demonstrate that women came together to form a strong, localized resistance to military
invasion. Guerrilla activity, for example, occurred with the support and active participation of women on the
home front. Women ran the domestic supply line of food, shelter, and information that proved critical to
guerrilla tactics. 
 
By broadening the discussion of the Civil War to include what LeeAnn Whites calls the "relational field of
battle," this pioneering collection helps reconfigure the location of conflict and the chronology of the
American Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Reed:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Occupied Women: Gender,
Military Occupation, and the American Civil War. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Harriet Blum:

This Occupied Women: Gender, Military Occupation, and the American Civil War are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Occupied Women: Gender,
Military Occupation, and the American Civil War can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Occupied Women: Gender, Military Occupation, and
the American Civil War giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Stacey Lawrence:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Occupied Women: Gender, Military
Occupation, and the American Civil War guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Occupied
Women: Gender, Military Occupation, and the American Civil War as good book not simply by the cover
but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Betty Patton:

Beside that Occupied Women: Gender, Military Occupation, and the American Civil War in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Occupied Women: Gender, Military Occupation, and the American
Civil War because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the



item? Find this book and read it from right now!
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