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Exploring the cultural lives of African slaves in the early colonial Portuguese world, with an emphasis on the
more than one million Central Africans who survived the journey to Brazil, James Sweet lifts a curtain on
their lives as Africans rather than as incipient Brazilians. Focusing first on the cultures of Central Africa
from which the slaves came--Ndembu, Imbangala, Kongo, and others--Sweet identifies specific cultural rites
and beliefs that survived their transplantation to the African-Portuguese diaspora, arguing that they did not
give way to immediate creolization in the New World but remained distinctly African for some time.

Slaves transferred many cultural practices from their homelands to Brazil, including kinship structures,
divination rituals, judicial ordeals, ritual burials, dietary restrictions, and secret societies. Sweet demonstrates
that the structures of many of these practices remained constant during this early period, although the
meanings of the rituals were often transformed as slaves coped with their new environment and status.
Religious rituals in particular became potent forms of protest against the institution of slavery and its
hardships. In addition, Sweet examines how certain African beliefs and customs challenged and ultimately
influenced Brazilian Catholicism.

Sweet's analysis sheds new light on African culture in Brazil's slave society while also enriching our
understanding of the complex process of creolization and cultural survival.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McGrath:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship,
and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Jonathan Ownby:

The event that you get from Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese
World, 1441-1770 could be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more
you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Recreating Africa:
Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and
Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 instantly.

Timothy Grill:

This Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 tend to
be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Recreating Africa:
Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 can be one of the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information
that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship,
and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Nancy Jones:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the



African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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