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As evidenced in interviews included in this volume, many African American filmmakers consider
themselves artists first, their ethnicity being only part of what influences their work. This is the first book by
an African American on contemporary African American filmmakers. Here directors and producers speak
for themselves, posing challenges to current thinking in the field. Special emphasis is given to the
filmmakers' productions and their experiences. Essays on historic figures reveal the rich history of the
African American contribution to cinema. From Oscar Micheaux and Spencer Williams to Neema Barnett
and the team of George Jackson and Doug McHenry, this revealing reference work will enlighten scholars,
students, and film buffs.

As early as 1899, African Americans were involved in the filmmaking industry. Oscar Micheaux took
directing, writing, and producing to a higher level with the release of his first film in 1918; by 1948 he had
made more than forty films. Currently, by international world cinema standards, the African American
tradition rivals cinema from anywhere in the world, but these filmmakers face a quandary: whether to make
films through the Hollywood system or follow an independent vision. This book presents a cross-section of
filmmakers from each camp and also focuses on those who work in both arenas.
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From reader reviews:

Jake Leslie:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Reel Black
Talk: A Sourcebook of 50 American Filmmakers? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Josephine McIntire:

Often the book Reel Black Talk: A Sourcebook of 50 American Filmmakers has a lot details on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after reading this book.

Debra Treat:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reel Black Talk: A
Sourcebook of 50 American Filmmakers can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Sharon Works:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Reel Black Talk: A Sourcebook of 50 American
Filmmakers can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Reel Black Talk:
A Sourcebook of 50 American Filmmakers.
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