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Kidnapping was perhaps the greatest fear of free blacks in pre-Civil War America. Though they may have
descended from generations of free-born people or worked to purchase their freedom, free blacks were not
able to enjoy the privileges and opportunities of white Americans. They lived with the constant threat of
kidnapping and enslavement, against which they had little recourse.

Most kidnapped free blacks were forcibly abducted, but other methods, such as luring victims with job offers
or falsely claiming free people as fugitive slaves, were used as well. Kidnapping of blacks was actually
facilitated by numerous state laws, as well as the federal fugitive slave laws of 1793 and 1850. Greed
motivated kidnappers, who were assured high profits on the sale of their victims. As the internal slave trade
increased in the early nineteenth century, so did kidnapping.

If greed provided the motivation for the crime, racism helped it to continue unabated. Victims usually found
it extremely difficult to regain their freedom through a legal system that reflected society's racist views,
perpetuated a racial double standard, and considered all blacks slaves until proven otherwise. Fortunate was
the victim who received assistance, sometimes from government officials, most often from abolitionists.
Frequently, however, the black community was forced to protect its own and organized to do so, sometimes
by working within the law, sometimes by meeting violence with violence.

Mining newspaper accounts, memoirs, slave narratives, court records, letters, abolitionist society minutes,
and government documents, Carol Wilson has provided a needed addition to our picture of free black life in
the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America,
1780-1865. Try to make book Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865 as
your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Daniel England:

The knowledge that you get from Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865
will be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free
Blacks in America, 1780-1865 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this specific Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865 instantly.

Suk Barry:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865.

Paula Lauria:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865
this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to



understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal
all of you.
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