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Lost in the Stars is a biographical study of Alexander William Roberts, a Free Church of Scotland
missionary educator who in 1883 was posted to the Lovedale Institution at Alice, South Africa. Inspired by
the night sky of the southern hemisphere, Roberts became a leading observer of variable stars and an early
contributor to the theory of close interacting binary stars. He actively promoted the development of colonial
scientific culture and was elected president of the South African Association for the Advancement of Science
in 1913. His teaching career at Lovedale fostered a commitment to the interests of his African students and
their communities. In 1920 Roberts was appointed to the South African senate to represent “native”
Africans; he also served as senior member of the Native Affairs Commission. Despite his liberal instincts he
acquiesced to the movement toward racial segregation as advanced in the Natives (Urban Areas) and Native
Administration Acts. Roberts nonetheless militated against the erosion of the Cape non-racial franchise
rights; he resigned from the Native Affairs Commission just as the all-white parliament was poised to
remove Africans from the common voters’ roll. His engagement with the politics of race interfered with
Roberts’s astronomical research. Although he published nearly one hundred papers in scientific journals
most of his observational data remained unknown until the Boyden Observatory’s Roberts archive was
digitized in 2006. His influence as a mission educator also has been little known, although among his pupils
were journalist and academic D.D.T. Jabavu, the physician James Moroka, and Swazi king Sobhuza I.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Richey:

The feeling that you get from Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-
1938 may be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Mission, Science, and Race in
South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this particular Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938
instantly.

Cathrine Hart:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Mission, Science,
and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 suitable to you? The particular book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W.
Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938is a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Carol Shull:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W.
Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Shirley Vega:

This Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 is great book for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can
state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering



sentences. Having Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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