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In Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress, Robert McGuire and Philip Coelho integrate biological and
economic perspectives into an explanation of the historical development of humanity and the economy,
paying particular attention to the American experience, its history and development. In their path-breaking
examination of the impact of population growth and parasitic diseases, they contend that interpretations of
history that minimize or ignore the physical environment are incomplete or wrong.
The authors emphasize the paradoxical impact of population growth and density on progress. An increased
population leads to increased market size, specialization, productivity, and living standards. Simultaneously,
increased population density can provide an ecological niche for pathogens and parasites that prey upon
humanity, increasing morbidity and mortality. The tension between diseases and progress continues, with
progress dominant since the late 1800s.
Integral to their story are the differential effects of diseases on different ethnic (racial) groups. McGuire and
Coelho show that the Europeanization of the Americas, for example, was caused by Old World diseases
unwittingly brought to the New World, not by superior technology and weaponry. The decimation of Native
Americans by pathogens vastly exceeded that caused by war and human predation.
The authors combine biological and economic analyses to explain the concentration of African slaves in the
American South. African labor was more profitable in the South because Africans' evolutionary heritage
enabled them to resist the diseases that became established there; conversely, Africans' ancestral heritage
made them susceptible to northern "cold-weather" diseases. European disease resistance and susceptibilities
were the opposite regionally. Differential regional disease ecologies thus led to a heritage of racial slavery
and racism.
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From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases
and Economic Development (MIT Press). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Patrick Walker:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic
Development (MIT Press) ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Parasites, Pathogens, and
Progress: Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and
Economic Development (MIT Press). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Ericka McCall:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press), it is possible to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Mamie Contreras:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Parasites, Pathogens, and
Progress: Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that



reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Parasites,
Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press) become your current starter.
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