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In early 1840, abolitionists founded the Liberty Party as a political outlet for their antislavery beliefs. A mere
eight years later, bolstered by the increasing slavery debate and growing sectional conflict, the party had
grown to challenge the two mainstream political factions in many areas. In The Liberty Party, 1840--1848,
Reinhard O. Johnson provides the first comprehensive history of this short-lived but important third party,
detailing how it helped to bring the antislavery movement to the forefront of American politics and became
the central institutional vehicle in the fight against the "peculiar institution."

As the major instrument of antislavery sentiment, the Liberty organization was more than a political party
and included not only eligible voters but also disfranchised African Americans and women. Most party
members held evangelical beliefs, and as Johnson relates, an intense religiosity permeated most of the
group's activities. At least eight U.S. senators, eighteen members of the House of Representatives, five state
governors, and two justices of the Supreme Court were among the many Liberty Party members with
distinguished careers in the public and private sectors. Though most early Liberty supporters came from the
Whig Party, an increasing number of former Democrats joined the party as it matured.

Johnson discusses the Liberty Party's founding and its national growth through the presidential election of
1844; its struggles to define itself amid serious internal disagreements over philosophy, strategy, and tactics
in the ensuing years; and the reasons behind its decline and merger into the Free Soil coalition in 1848. Since
most Liberty Party activities occurred at the state level, Johnson treats the history of each state party in
considerable detail, demonstrating how the party developed differently state by state and illustrating how
these differences blended with the national view of the party.

Informative appendices include statewide results for all presidential and gubernatorial elections between
1840 and 1848, the Liberty Party's 1844 platform, and short biographies of every Liberty member mentioned
in the main text of the book. Epic in scope and encyclopedic in detail, The Liberty Party, 1840--1848 will
serve as an invaluable reference for anyone interested in nineteenth-century American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

The book The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Liberty Party, 1840-1848:
Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) to get
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a book The Liberty Party, 1840-
1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this publication?

James Cansler:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in
the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Geraldine Moreno:

The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition,
and the Atlantic World) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party
Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) although doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

William Carroll:

This The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some



information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Liberty Party, 1840-
1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World)
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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