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Yasir Arafat stands as one of the most resilient, recognizable and controversial political figures of modern
times. The object of unrelenting suspicion, steady admiration and endless speculation, Arafat has occupied
the center stage of Middle East politics for almost four decades. Yasir Arafat is the most comprehensive
political biography of this remarkable man. Forged in a tumultuous era of competing traditionalism,
radicalism, Arab nationalism, and Islamist forces, the Palestinian movement was almost entirely Arafats
creation, and he became its leader at an early age. Arafat took it through a dizzying series of crises and
defeats, often of his own making, yet also ensured that it survived, grew, and gained influence. Disavowing
terrorism repeatedly, he also practiced it constantly. Arafats elusive behavior ensured that radical regimes
saw in him a comrade in arms, while moderates backed him as a potential partner in peace. After years of
devotion to armed struggle, Arafat made a dramatic agreement with Israel that let him return to his claimed
homeland and transformed him into a legitimized ruler. Yet at the moment of decision at the Camp David
summit and afterward, when he could have achieved peace and a Palestinian state, he sacrificed the prize he
had supposedly sought for the struggle he could not live without. Richly populated with the main events and
dominant leaders of the Middle East, this detailed and analytical account by Barry Rubin and Judith Colp
Rubin follows Arafat as he moves to Kuwait, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Tunisia, and finally to Palestinian-
ruled soil. It shows him as he rewrites his origins, experiments with guerrilla war, develops a doctrine of
terrorism, fights endless diplomatic battles, and builds a movement, constantly juggling states, factions, and
world leaders. Whole generations and a half-dozen U.S. presidents have come and gone over the long course
of Arafats career. But Arafat has outlasted them all, spanning entire eras, with three constants always
present: he has always survived, he has constantly seemed imperiled, and he has never achieved his goals.
While there has been no substitute for Arafat, the authors conclude, Arafat has been no substitute for a leader
who could make peace.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Kelly:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will
ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
publication untitled Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography can be very good book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Millard Espinoza:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short time problems.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Valarie Chamberlin:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography is
simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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