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In 726 the Byzantine emperor, Leo III, issued an edict that all religious images in the empire were to be
destroyed, a directive that was later endorsed by a synod of the Church in 753 under his son, Constantine V.
If the policy of Iconoclasm had succeeded, the entire history of Christian art--and of the Christian church, at
least in the East--would have been altered.

Iconoclasm was defeated--by Byzantine politics, by popular revolts, by monastic piety, and, most
fundamentally of all, by theology, just as it had been theology that the opponents of images had used to
justify their actions. Analyzing an intriguing chapter in the history of ideas, the renowned scholar Jaroslav
Pelikan shows how a faith that began by attacking the worship of images ended first in permitting and then in
commanding it.

Pelikan charts the theological defense of icons during the Iconoclastic controversies of the eighth and ninth
centuries, whose high point came in A.D. 787, when the Second Council of Nicaea restored the cult of
images in the church. He demonstrates how the dogmas of the Trinity and the Incarnation eventually
provided the basic rationale for images: because the invisible God had become human and therefore
personally visible in Jesus Christ, it became permissible to make images of that Image. And because not only
the human nature of Christ, but that of his Mother had been transformed by the Incarnation, she, too, could
be "iconized," together with all the other saints and angels.

The iconographic "text" of the book is provided by one of the very few surviving icons from the period
before Iconoclasm, the Egyptian tapestry Icon of the Virgin now in the Cleveland Museum of Art. Other
icons serve to illustrate the theological argument, just as the theological argument serves to explain the icons.

In a new foreword, Judith Herrin discusses the enduring importance of the book, provides a brief biography
of Pelikan, and discusses how later scholars have built on his work.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to reading a
reserve. The book Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine
Arts) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book possesses high quality.

Gayle Oconnell:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Imago Dei: The Byzantine
Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) that give your satisfaction preference will
be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Imago Dei:
The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) become your starter.

Brenda Fairfax:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as
of book Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts). You'll
be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Donna Eldridge:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Imago Dei:
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