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"Thomas Page McBee’s Man Alive hurtled through my life. I read it in a matter of hours. It’s a confession,
it’s a poem, it's a time warp, it’s a brilliant work of art. I bow down to McBee—his humility, his sense of
humor, his insightfulness, his structural deftness, his ability to put into words what is often said but rarely,
with such visceral clarity and beauty, communicated."—Heidi Julavits, author of The Vanishers and The
Uses of Enchantment

What does it really mean to be a man?

In Man Alive, Thomas Page McBee attempts to answer that question by focusing on two of the men who
most impacted his life&mash;one, his otherwise ordinary father who abused him as a child, and the other, a
mugger who almost killed him. Standing at the brink of the life-changing decision to transition from female
to male, McBee seeks to understand these examples of flawed manhood and tells us how a brush with
violence sent him on the quest to untangle a sinister past, and freed him to become the man he was meant to
be.

Man Alive engages an extraordinary personal story to tell a universal one—how we all struggle to create
ourselves, and how this struggle often requires risks. Far from a transgender transition tell-all, Man Alive
grapples with the larger questions of legacy and forgiveness, love and violence, agency and invisibility.

Praise for Man Alive:

"Man Alive is a sweet, tender hurt of a memoir ... about forgiveness and self-discovery, but mostly it’s about
love, so much love. McBee takes us in his capable hands and shows us what it takes to become a man who is
gloriously, gloriously alive."—Roxane Gay, author of Bad Feminist and An Untamed State

"Thomas Page McBee's story of how he came to claim both his past and his future is by turns despairing and
hopeful, exceptional and relatable. To read it is to witness the birth of a fuller, truer self. I loved this
book."—Ann Friedman, columnist, New York Magazine

"'Whoever's child I am, my body belongs to me,' McBee writes, and his book is an elegant, generous
transcription of the journey toward this incandescent, non-aggrandized, life-sustaining form of self-
possession—the kind that emanates from dispossession, rather than running from it."—Maggie Nelson,
author of Bluets and The Art of Cruelty: A Reckoning

"Well aware that memory and identity rarely follow a linear path, Thomas Page McBee attempts to answer
the question, 'What does it really mean to be a man?' Weaving past and present to do so, the book's journey
connects violence, masculinity and forgiveness. McBee has an intelligent heart, and it beats in every
sentence of this gorgeous book."––Saeed Jones, author of Prelude to Bruise

"Exquisitely written and bristling with emotion, this important book reminds us of how much vulnerability



and violence inheres to any identity. A real achievement of form and narrative.”—Jack Halberstam, author
of The Queer Art of Failure

About the Author:

Thomas Page McBee was the "masculinity expert" for VICE and writes the columns "Self-Made Man" for
The Rumpus and "The American Man" for Pacific Standard. His essays and reportage have appeared in the
the New York Times, TheAtlantic.com, Salon, and BuzzFeed, where he was a regular contributor on gender
issues. He lives in New York City where he works as the editor of special projects at Quartz, and is currently
at work on a book about modern American masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Man Alive: A True Story of Violence, Forgiveness and
Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit) had been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Man Alive: A True
Story of Violence, Forgiveness and Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Man Alive: A True
Story of Violence, Forgiveness and Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit). You never experience lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Valerie Gray:

This Man Alive: A True Story of Violence, Forgiveness and Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit) book
is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Man Alive: A True Story of Violence, Forgiveness
and Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit) without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Man Alive: A True Story of Violence,
Forgiveness and Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit) can bring whenever you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Man Alive: A True Story of Violence, Forgiveness and Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit)
having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Aaron Tolleson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Man Alive: A True Story of Violence, Forgiveness and Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit).

Rick Fountain:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,



you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Man Alive: A True Story of
Violence, Forgiveness and Becoming a Man (City Lights/Sister Spit) which is finding the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's find.
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