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How can a chemical we need on a daily basis to keep us healthy be fatal at a different dose? Why should
elements that are intrinsically dangerous be used in medicine? How did poisoners use the chemical properties
of chemicals to cover their tracks?

Emsley gives detailed histories of five of the most toxic elements - arsenic, antimony, lead, mercury, and
thallium, highlighting some of the most famous murders and how the murderers used the chemical properties
of elements to hide what they were doing. He shows how the elements have been behind many modern day
environmental catastrophes including accidental mass poisonings from lead and arsenic, and the Minamata
Bay Disaster in Japan.

The array of fascinating stories shows how chemicals have impacted the lives of people ranging from the
Greeks and Romans to Newton, Napoleon, Lucrezia Borgia, Mozart, Nelson Mandela, and Saddam Hussein.
Emsley also touches on subjects close to home: cot deaths, laxatives, venereal disease, alleged cures for
acne, hangovers, and insanity.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Elements of Murder:
A History of Poison book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Donna Hufnagel:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Lillie Rose:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Elements of
Murder: A History of Poison which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Kenneth Copeland:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison was filled concerning
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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