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On 4 August 1914 Britain declared war on Germany. Originally perceived as a short campaign to curtail
Germanic imperialism, it developed into a four-year long war of attrition. The Great War is justifiably
associated with the horrors of trench warfare and the death of a generation but history has overlooked the
home fronts' colossal contribution to victory.??On the outbreak of war thousands of troops arrived in Wirral
to defend the coast from invasion and guard the docks and shipyards under the watchful eyes of the gunners
of the Bidston Hill artillery batteries. The transition to a military garrison also led to the conversion of
schools to military hospitals, predominately financed by the community. Thousands of wounded service men
arriving at Woodside station were dispersed and administered to by a plethora of military or auxiliary
hospitals. Voluntary organizations also procured funds for ambulances and comforts for those at the front.
??At the beginning of hostilities, the Government swiftly introduced draconian regulations to restrict liberty,
particularly for those of foreign extraction. Following the 1915 sinking of the Lusitania, the xenophobia
vented itself in Wallasey and Birkenhead where riots resulted in the destruction of German owned business
premises. The resentment was further fueled by the German submarines attempt to destroy the British
merchant fleet and starve Britain into submission – they almost succeeded. As vital cargoes plunged to the
sea bed, food became the latest rationed commodity; consequently unused tracts of Wirral land were turned
over to food production and German prisoners of war helped clear the river Birkett. ??The local shipyards
and factories came under the control of the Ministry of Munitions and unlikely companies were involved in
the national preoccupation of producing artillery shells. Following the 1916 introduction of compulsory
military service, female workers increasingly replaced the men thereby making undreamed of advances in
female emancipation. Also involved in the war effort were school children who collected food for wounded
soldiers, boy scouts patrolled the coastline, 'sister Susie famously sewed shirts for soldiers' and a Dad's Army
was established to repel invaders. Their activities and others are generally overlooked by twentieth century
chroniclers.??This is the fascinating, but forgotten story of how Wirral provided the sinews for war, and
made a significant contribution to the comprehensive defeat of Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Willams:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Wirral in
the Great War (Your towns and cities in the great war), you can tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Teresita Donahue:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Wirral in the Great War (Your towns and cities in the
great war) can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Sharon Brogdon:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wirral in the Great War (Your towns and
cities in the great war) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Elizabeth Rivera:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
the book Wirral in the Great War (Your towns and cities in the great war) we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Wirral in the
Great War (Your towns and cities in the great war). You can more attractive than now.
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