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The Tillman family of Edgefield, South Carolina, is forever linked to Palmetto State history, but not all of its
members have yet had their stories told. James Adams Tillman (1842–1866) never had the chance to become
a governor or U.S. senator like his younger brother "Pitchfork" Ben or a U.S. congressman like his older
brother George. But, like his more famous siblings, James also dedicated his life to the service of his
community and state—a dedication that led to his death at the young age of twenty-four from injuries
sustained during the Civil War. Overshadowed in the annals of history by his brothers, James has largely
been unrecognized until now. Edited by Bobbie Swearingen Smith, these collected diary entries and family
letters offer a significant historical record of the Civil War era as experienced by a steadfast representative of
this prominent South Carolina family and offer meaningful insights into James's brief life and ultimate
sacrifice.

At nineteen James Tillman had completed secondary school and had intentions to pursue a teaching career
when the outbreak of the Civil War changed his priorities. Tillman enlisted with the Twenty-fourth South
Carolina Volunteer Infantry of Edgefield and attained the rank of captain during the war. He was initially
stationed along the coastal defenses south of Charleston and fought in both battles of Secessionville in 1862.
He was wounded at Chickamauga in 1863, and his mother and brother Ben brought him home to recover.
Tillman returned to duty and spent much of 1864 under the command of General Joseph E. Johnston in
Tennessee and North Carolina, retreating from General Sherman's advance. At the war's end, Tillman
returned home crestfallen and witnessed the rough onset of Reconstruction, writing in his diaries about those
he saw as descending on South Carolina to profit from the defeated South. In June 1866, a little more than a
year after his discharge, he died of complications from his combat wounds.

Through the combination of Tillman's diaries and letters, the modern reader is invited to share in both the
immediacy of his thoughts from the war front and his contemplative expressions of those experiences for his
home-front audience of family members. Tillman's personal narrative adds another layer to our
understanding of the historical significance of the Tillman family and offers a compelling firsthand account
of the motivations and actions of a young South Carolinian at war as he struggled to find sense in the midst
of unfathomable chaos.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

The book A Palmetto Boy: Civil War-Era Diaries and Letters of James Adams Tillman can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book A Palmetto Boy: Civil War-Era Diaries and Letters of James Adams
Tillman? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book A Palmetto Boy: Civil War-Era Diaries
and Letters of James Adams Tillman has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Nona Whitehouse:

The guide with title A Palmetto Boy: Civil War-Era Diaries and Letters of James Adams Tillman has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

John Warner:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
A Palmetto Boy: Civil War-Era Diaries and Letters of James Adams Tillman your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The A Palmetto Boy: Civil War-Era
Diaries and Letters of James Adams Tillman giving you another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Claude Gonzalez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra A Palmetto Boy: Civil War-Era
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