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Jeffrey Dahmer. Ted Bundy. John Wayne Gacy. Over the past thirty years, serial killers have become iconic
figures in America, the subject of made-for-TV movies and mass-market paperbacks alike. But why do we
find such luridly transgressive and horrific individuals so fascinating? What compels us to look more closely
at these figures when we really want to look away? Natural Born Celebrities considers how serial killers
have become lionized in American culture and explores the consequences of their fame.

David Schmid provides a historical account of how serial killers became famous and how that fame has been
used in popular media and the corridors of the FBI alike. Ranging from H. H. Holmes, whose killing spree
during the 1893 Chicago World's Fair inspired The Devil in the White City, right up to Aileen Wuornos, the
lesbian prostitute whose vicious murder of seven men would serve as the basis for the hit film Monster,
Schmid unveils a new understanding of serial killers by emphasizing both the social dimensions of their
crimes and their susceptibility to multiple interpretations and uses. He also explores why serial killers have
become endemic in popular culture, from their depiction in The Silence of the Lambs and The X-Files to their
becoming the stuff of trading cards and even Web sites where you can buy their hair and nail clippings.

Bringing his fascinating history right up to the present, Schmid ultimately argues that America needs the
perversely familiar figure of the serial killer now more than ever to manage the fear posed by Osama bin
Laden since September 11.

"This is a persuasively argued, meticulously researched, and compelling examination of the media
phenomenon of the 'celebrity criminal' in American culture. It is highly readable as well."—Joyce Carol
Oates
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From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

With other case, little folks like to read book Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture. You can add information and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Molly Edwards:

The book Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Aaron Ryan:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer regarding Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in
American Culture is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Bridgett Killion:

Beside this Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be



questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!
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