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Along with a good rifle and a sturdy horse, this guide was an essential companion for any westward-bound
pioneer of the nineteenth century. Its author, Captain Randolph B. Marcy of the U.S. Army, spent most of his
military career in the West. At the invitation of the War Department, he shared the benefits of his frontier
experience in this remarkable book.
To today's reader, Marcy's manual offers a fascinating view of the rigors and hazards of crossing the country.
In 1859, it provided life-or-death advice on everything from finding water and building a fire to avoiding
quicksand and treating snakebites. Marcy promised to assist his reader in escaping unforeseen disasters and
maintaining relative comfort during the journey, adding that the intrepid pilgrim "will feel himself a master
spirit in the wilderness he traverses, and not the victim of every new combination of circumstances which
nature affords or fate allots, as if to try his skill and prowess."
Marcy's counsel encompasses choosing the best routes to California, wagon maintenance and the selection
and care of horses, food supplies, first aid procedures, and fording rivers. He also conveys information
"concerning the habits of Indians," including Native American tracking and hunting techniques, smoke
signals and sign language, and battle tactics. Twenty-one original illustrations complement the informative
and entertaining text.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Prairie
Traveler: The 1859 Handbook for Westbound Pioneers (Dover Value Editions) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Doris Edwards:

The particular book The Prairie Traveler: The 1859 Handbook for Westbound Pioneers (Dover Value
Editions) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea
is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Prairie
Traveler: The 1859 Handbook for Westbound Pioneers (Dover Value Editions) is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Rebecca Lopez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Prairie Traveler: The 1859
Handbook for Westbound Pioneers (Dover Value Editions) guide written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
skepticism The Prairie Traveler: The 1859 Handbook for Westbound Pioneers (Dover Value Editions) as
good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
assess book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Prairie Traveler:
The 1859 Handbook for Westbound Pioneers (Dover Value Editions) which is having the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's see.
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