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Why is the United Nations not more effective on global environmental challenges? The UN Charter
mandates the global organization to seek four noble aspirations: international peace and security, rule of law
among nations, human rights for all people, and social progress through development. On environmental
issues, however, the UN has understood its charge much more narrowly: it works for "better law between
nations" and "better development within them." This approach treats peace and human rights as unrelated to
the world's environmental problems, despite a large body of evidence to the contrary.

In this path-breaking book, a leading scholar of global environmental governance critiques the UN's failure
to use its mandates on human rights and peace as tools in its environmental work. The book traces the
institutionalization and performance of the UN's "law and development" framework and the parallel silence
on rights and peace. Despite some important gains, the traditional approach is failing for some of world's
most pressing and contentious environmental challenges, and has lost most of the political momentum it
once enjoyed. The disastrous "Rio+20" Summit laid this fact bare, as assembled governments failed to find
meaningful agreement on any of the most pressing issues.

By not treating the environment as a human rights issue, the UN fails to mobilize powerful tools for
accountability in the face of pollution and resource degradation. And by ignoring the conflict potential
around natural resources and environmental protection efforts, the UN misses opportunities to transform the
destructive cycle of violence and vulnerability around resource extraction.

The book traces the history of the UN's traditional approach, maps its increasingly apparent limits, and
suggests needed reforms. Detailed case histories for each of the four mandate domains flag several promising
initiatives, while identifying barriers to transformation. Its core implication: the UN's environmental efforts
require not just a managerial reorganization but a conceptual revolution-one that brings to bear the full force
of the organization's mandate. Peacebuilding, conflict sensitivity, rights-based frameworks, and
accountability mechanisms can be used to enhance the UN's environmental effectiveness and legitimacy.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Farley:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book An Unfinished Foundation: The United Nations and
Global Environmental Governance. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important the book An Unfinished Foundation: The United Nations and Global
Environmental Governance. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Bobby Miller:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that An Unfinished Foundation: The United
Nations and Global Environmental Governance to read.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
An Unfinished Foundation: The United Nations and Global Environmental Governance the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The An Unfinished Foundation: The United Nations and
Global Environmental Governance giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Donald Goodman:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book An Unfinished Foundation: The United Nations
and Global Environmental Governance to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion



for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book An Unfinished Foundation: The United
Nations and Global Environmental Governance can to be your friend when you're experience alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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