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Illuminating the moral dilemmas that lie at the heart of a slaveholding society, this book tells the story of a
young slave who was sexually exploited by her master and ultimately executed for his murder.

Celia was only fourteen years old when she was acquired by John Newsom, an aging widower and one of the
most prosperous and respected citizens of Callaway County, Missouri. The pattern of sexual abuse that
would mark their entire relationship began almost immediately. After purchasing Celia in a neighboring
county, Newsom raped her on the journey back to his farm. He then established her in a small cabin near his
house and visited her regularly (most likely with the knowledge of the son and two daughters who lived with
him). Over the next five years, Celia bore Newsom two children; meanwhile, she became involved with a
slave named George and resolved at his insistence to end the relationship with her master. When Newsom
refused, Celia one night struck him fatally with a club and disposed of his body in her fireplace.

Her act quickly discovered, Celia was brought to trial. She received a surprisingly vigorous defense from her
court-appointed attorneys, who built their case on a state law allowing women the use of deadly force to
defend their honor. Nevertheless, the court upheld the tenets of a white social order that wielded almost total
control over the lives of slaves. Celia was found guilty and hanged.

Melton A. McLaurin uses Celia's story to reveal the tensions that strained the fabric of antebellum southern
society. Celia's case demonstrates how one master's abuse of power over a single slave forced whites to make
moral decisions about the nature of slavery. McLaurin focuses sharply on the role of gender, exploring the
degree to which female slaves were sexually exploited, the conditions that often prevented white women
from stopping such abuse, and the inability of male slaves to defend slave women. Setting the case in the
context of the 1850s slavery debates, he also probes the manner in which the legal system was used to justify
slavery. By granting slaves certain statutory rights (which were usually rendered meaningless by the
customary prerogatives of masters), southerners could argue that they observed moral restraint in the
operations of their peculiar institution.

An important addition to our understanding of the pre-Civil War era, Celia, A Slave is also an intensely
compelling narrative of one woman pushed beyond the limits of her endurance by a system that denied her
humanity at the most basic level.
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From reader reviews:

Keiko Whitchurch:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Celia, A Slave to read.

George McDaniel:

The feeling that you get from Celia, A Slave is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside
words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Celia, A
Slave giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Celia, A Slave instantly.

Philip Martin:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Celia, A Slave
suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Celia, A
Slaveis a single of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Cherie Fidler:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Celia, A Slave that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Celia, A Slave become your starter.
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