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Hurricane Katrina shredded one of the great cities of the South, and as levees failed and the federal relief
effort proved lethally incompetent, a natural disaster became a man-made catastrophe. As an editor of New
Orleans’ daily newspaper, the Pulitzer Prize—winning Times-Picayune, Jed Horne has had a front-row seat
to the unfolding drama of the city’s collapse into chaos and its continuing struggle to survive.

As the Big One bore down, New Orleanians rich and poor, black and white, lurched from giddy revelry to
mandatory evacuation. The thousands who couldn’t or wouldn’t leave initially congratulated themselves on
once again riding out the storm. But then the unimaginable happened: Within a day 80 percent of the city
was under water. The rising tides chased horrified men and women into snake-filled attics and onto the roofs
of their houses. Heroes in swamp boats and helicopters braved wind and storm surge to bring survivors to
dry ground. Mansions and shacks alike were swept away, and then a tidal wave of lawlessness inundated the
Big Easy. Screams and gunshots echoed through the blacked-out Superdome. Police threw away their badges
and joined in the looting. Corpses drifted in the streets for days, and buildings marinated for weeks in a
witches’ brew of toxic chemicals that, when the floodwaters finally were pumped out, had turned vast
reaches of the city into a ghost town.

Horne takes readers into the private worlds and inner thoughts of storm victims from all walks of life to
weave a tapestry as intricate and vivid as the city itself. Politicians, thieves, nurses, urban visionaries,
grieving mothers, entrepreneurs with an eye for quick profit at public expense–all of these lives collide in a
chronicle that is harrowing, angry, and often slyly ironic.

Even before stranded survivors had been plucked from their roofs, government officials embarked on a
vicious blame game that further snarled the relief operation and bedeviled scientists striving to understand
the massive levee failures and build New Orleans a foolproof flood defense. As Horne makes clear, this
shameless politicization set the tone for the ongoing reconstruction effort, which has been haunted by racial
and class tensions from the start.
Katrina was a catastrophe deeply rooted in the politics and culture of the city that care forgot and of a nation
that forgot to care. In Breach of Faith, Jed Horne has created a spellbinding epic of one of the worst disasters
of our time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Breach of Faith: Hurricane Katrina and the Near
Death of a Great American City is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

John Tibbs:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Breach of Faith: Hurricane Katrina and
the Near Death of a Great American City guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Breach of Faith: Hurricane Katrina and the Near Death of a Great American City as good book not merely by
the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Edna Pilon:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Breach of Faith: Hurricane
Katrina and the Near Death of a Great American City can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Theresa Smith:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Breach of Faith: Hurricane Katrina and the
Near Death of a Great American City can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one
book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Breach of
Faith: Hurricane Katrina and the Near Death of a Great American City.
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