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In 1889 the Compagnie Universelle du Canal Interocéanique declared bankruptcy. The French firm's
optimistic and ill-planned attempt to construct a canal across the Isthmus of Panama had resulted in the death
of 22,000 workers (most from yellow fever, typhoid fever, and malaria); the complete loss of one and a half
billion francs for the company's 800,000 shareholders; and the bitter failure of Chief Engineer Ferdinand de
Lesseps — the man responsible for the Suez Canal.
On August 15, 1914, the S.S. Ancon took nine hours and forty minutes to traverse the lock-and-lake
waterway linking the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. What occurred in the quarter century between 1889 and
1914 is a larger-than-life true story of adventure, revolution, ordeal, and accomplishment: the building of the
Panama Canal — perhaps the greatest engineering marvel of the early twentieth century.
In 164 magnificent historic photographs and a well-researched text, noted photohistorian Ulrich Keller tells
the compelling story of this hitherto unparalleled technological achievement. Selected from an archive of
over 10,000 images amassed by Ernest Hallen (Official Photographer of the Isthmian Canal Commission),
these historic prints document the Canal's construction and its way of life: 450 miles of railroad; housing for
60,000 based on a caste system; the exotic settings; tremendous hardships and health risks; leisure activities;
the Canal Zone's internal government, administration and policing; dredging operations, including
spectacular movements of earth and water; unheard-of engineering feats and disastrous failures; and finally,
victory!
Photographers, historians, engineers, and tudents of industry and technology will immediately recognize this
volume as an important primary source of industrial archaeology. Photography enthusiasts and lovers of true
adventure will delight in the vibrant, you-are-there sensation imparted by the photos and Ulrich Keller's
exceptionally informed text and meticulous captions. The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic
Photographs takes the reader back to a different era, and one of the proudest episodes in what the author
calls "the 'heroic' age of industry."
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From reader reviews:

Scott Anderson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Building of the
Panama Canal in Historic Photographs? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have other opinion?

Gladys Dearth:

The book The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic Photographs make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Building
of the Panama Canal in Historic Photographs to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open and read a guide The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic
Photographs. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Jeffrey Ramsey:

The e-book untitled The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic Photographs is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Building of the
Panama Canal in Historic Photographs from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

David Myers:

The reserve with title The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic Photographs contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.
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