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In the popular imagination, the controversial 1963 demolition of Pennsylvania Station gave birth to New
York City’s historic preservation movement. As Randall Mason reveals, however, historic preservation has
been a persistent force in the development of New York since the 1890s, when the city’s leading politicians,
planners, and architects first recognized the need to preserve the rapidly evolving city’s past.

Rich with archival research, The Once and Future New York documents the emergence of historic
preservation in New York at the turn of the twentieth century. Between 1890 and 1920, preservationists
saved and restored buildings, parks, and monuments throughout the city’s five boroughs that represented
continuity with the past. Mason argues these efforts created a “memory infrastructure” that established a
framework for New York’s collective memory and fused celebrations of the city’s past with optimism about
its future.

Focusing on three major projects—the restoration of City Hall Park, the ultimately failed attempt to save
historic St. John’s Chapel, and the construction of the Bronx River Parkway— Mason challenges several
myths about historic preservation. Against the charge that preservationists were antiquarians concerned only
with architecturally significant buildings, Mason instead asserts that many were social reformers interested in
recovering the city’s collective history. Even more important, he demonstrates that historic preservation in
this period, rather than being fundamentally opposed to growth, was integral to modern urban development.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Jones:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Once and Future New
York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Joni Harris:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Once and Future New
York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Corey Mullen:

The Once and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement
in writing The Once and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City but doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Lisa Loo:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book The Once and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the
Modern City was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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