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The story of a former Evangelical Christian turned openly gay atheist who now works to bridge the
divide between atheists and the religious

The stunning popularity of the “New Atheist” movement—whose most famous spokesmen include Richard
Dawkins, Sam Harris, and the late Christopher Hitchens—speaks to both the growing ranks of atheists and
the widespread, vehement disdain for religion among many of them. In Faitheist, Chris Stedman tells his
own story to challenge the orthodoxies of this movement and make a passionate argument that atheists
should engage religious diversity respectfully.
 
Becoming aware of injustice, and craving community, Stedman became a “born-again” Christian in late
childhood. The idea of a community bound by God’s love—a love that was undeserved, unending, and
guaranteed—captivated him. It was, he writes, a place to belong and a framework for making sense of
suffering.
 
But Stedman’s religious community did not embody this idea of God’s love: they were staunchly
homophobic at a time when he was slowly coming to realize that he was gay. The great suffering this caused
him might have turned Stedman into a life-long New Atheist. But over time he came to know more open-
minded Christians, and his interest in service work brought him into contact with people from a wide variety
of religious backgrounds. His own religious beliefs might have fallen away, but his desire to change the
world for the better remained. Disdain and hostility toward religion was holding him back from engaging in
meaningful work with people of faith. And it was keeping him from full relationships with them—the kinds
of relationships that break down intolerance and improve the world.
 
In Faitheist, Stedman draws on his work organizing interfaith and secular communities, his academic study
of religion, and his own experiences to argue for the necessity of bridging the growing chasm between
atheists and the religious. As someone who has stood on both sides of the divide, Stedman is uniquely
positioned to present a way for atheists and the religious to find common ground and work together to make
this world—the one world we can all agree on—a better place.
 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

George Hardy:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Faitheist: How an Atheist Found
Common Ground with the Religious book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Larry Devries:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Faitheist: How an Atheist Found Common Ground
with the Religious is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Mae Bushee:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Faitheist: How an Atheist Found
Common Ground with the Religious it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book provides high quality.

Annamarie Hernandez:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Faitheist: How an Atheist Found Common
Ground with the Religious can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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